
198 REVIEWS OF BOOKS Jan.

The span of Grattan's life embraces the most interesting and, from
the political point of view, the most important period in the history of
modern Ireland, and Mr. Percy M. Boiby's Henry Orattan (London:
Unwin, 1902) is a good introduction to its study. Without being
strikingly brilliant or original it is a praiseworthy compilation—
dearly written, sober in its judgments, and conceived with a conscien-
tious aim at impartiality. Though Grattan's name is indissolubly
linked with the transient and unsuccessful experiment of Irish
legislative independence, Mr. Boxby rightly lays emphasis on the
attainment of commercial freedom as in one sense the greatest of
Grattan's achievements. It bore excellent fruit during his lifetime, and
it was destined to be permanent. Of the constitution of 1782 Mr.
Boxby says it was ' a machine of noble contrivance, but it was too
d e l a t e to stand the rough handling of politicians.' Even when worked
by a loyal parliament the machinery did not always run smoothly. The
Union, therefore, ' considered as one of a series of healing measures,'
meets with Mr. Boxby's approval. Unhappily the completion of the
series was too long delayed. Q. H. 0.

The third instalment of M. F. A. Aulard's Etudes et Leqont sur
la involution Franqaise (Paris : Alcan, 1902) consists, like its pre-
decessors, of articles which have already appeared in La Revolution
Franqaise and other periodicals. The most substantial essay in the
present volume is a study of the diplomacy of the First Committee of
Public Safety, whioh appeared in La B&volution Franqaise in 1890, before
the publication of the corresponding portion of M. Sorel's L''Europe et la
Resolution Franqaise. M. Aulard has, in our opinion, done wisely to re-
print his essay, for although it lacks the philosophic grasp and distinction
of style which characterise M. Sorel's work it is full of interesting extracts
from the diplomatic correspondence of the time. The other papers are
much slighter. Perhaps the most interesting is Bonaparte et les Poignards
des Cinq-Cents, a careful examination of the growth of an ingenious and
widely accredited fable. An essay on individual liberty under Napoleon I
gives an account of the work of the Senatorial Commission of Individual
Liberty, which was constituted 18 May 1804 (28 Floreal, An. XII) to act as
a safeguard against arbitrary imprisonment. This account is based upon
the unpublished registers of the commission, and is interesting as showing
that the safeguard was practically nugatory. Le despotisme ne se laissa
contrdler par la commission que dans les cos ou il le voulut bien. A
lecture upon the provincial history of contemporary France pleads for a
more systematic organisation of local effort and for a more complete
division of labour; it may be read with advantage by English antiquaries.

H. A. L. F.

Mr. Thomas E. Watson's Napoleon: a Sketch of his Life, Character,
Struggles, and Achievements (New York: The Macmillan Company,
1802) is a book of literary power enough to hold our interest from first to
last: and there its merits end. Mr. Watson defends Napoleon through
thick and thin, down to the murder of the due d'Enghien, and rails at
every one who crosses his plans. Joseph and Lucien are boobies,
Wellington a lucky blunderer. Mr. Watson honours England with bis

 at U
niversity of A

rizona on July 14, 2015
http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

